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Allen Library Endowment Fund Awards $10,000 Grant 
— Funds will ease impact of budget cuts during economic downturn – 

 
ALLEN, TX -  January 11, 2021 -- The Allen Library Endowment 

Fund (ALEF), a volunteer nonprofit organization whose mission is 

to  boost funding for the programs and projects of the Allen Public 

Library, has awarded the library a $10,000 grant. The funds will 

be used to expand three of the library’s most-needed collections: 

e-books, STEM kits (science, technology, engineering, math), and 

a new World Language Collection that will be available early this 

year. 

ALEF President Eileen Tollett said the organization timed the gift 

to coincide with library budget cuts brought about by the 

coronavirus,  when the availability of library materials is especially 

important. “We’re living in an unusual, stay-at-home situation 

right now and people are looking for economical ways to spend 

time,” she said. “The library is a rich source of books, DVDs, and 

things like hands-on learning kits that are easily accessible to all 

Allen residents.”  

Shortly after the pandemic began the library initiated curbside 

pick-up, Tollett noted. Library patrons can browse and check 

materials out online then pick them up from a staff member at 

the library’s main entrance without getting out of their car.  

Library Director Jeff Timbs said the grant is a welcome gift at a 

difficult time. "We are grateful for support from the Allen Library 

Endowment Fund and especially grateful for the timing of this gift, which comes at a time when libraries 

everywhere are facing budgetary and other challenges. On behalf of the many patrons who will enjoy and 
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benefit from these materials and of our staff who serve them, we extend our deep thanks to the 

Endowment Fund.” 

Each year ALEF holds a fundraiser designed to emphasize the library’s important role in the Allen 

community and increase citizen participation. This year the event was cancelled due to the coronavirus. 

Still, online fundraising that ALEF conducted in lieu of the 

in-person event raised more than $8,000. 

“We took that as a sure sign that people appreciate the 

role the library plays,” Tollett said. “People increasingly 

understand it as a kind of community living room, where, 

aside from 2020, it is a place where children and adults of 

all ages can gather, connect and learn.” 

Timbs noted a few highlights from FY 2019: 

•    It was the fifth consecutive year of more than one 

million checkouts, which increased nearly 33% over the 

previous year and hit 1.4 million. 

•    There were 63,147 digital checkouts recorded. 

•    The number of library visits was 420,419. 

•    Attendance at library programs was 90,237, also a 

nearly 33% increase over the prior year. 

About ALEF 

The Allen Library Endowment Fund (ALEF) was established 

under a 501(c)(3) nonprofit charter by visionary leaders of 

the City of Allen 14 years ago. It  was founded to increase the library's long-term financial strength and 

promote the library as a cultural and educational asset of the city.  The fund is targeted to projects such 

as expanding collections, special projects, future expansion, staff training, equipment, and materials. 
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 The grant will help pay for STEM robotic 

kits like this one, which students can  

program at home using an iPad.  


